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CONTENUTI DISCIPLINARI 
 
History and Literature 
From the Puritan Age to the Augustan Age 

• historical and social background 
-Charles I and the Civil War 
-O. Cromwell and the Commonwealth 
-The Restoration 
-The Augustan Age 

• Literary background 
-Puritan and Restoration Literature 
-Poetry 
-Restoration prose 
-The new life of Drama 
-The Age of Classicism 
-Newspapers and novels 

John Milton 
“Paradise Lost” 
Daniel Defoe 
“Robinson Crusoe” 
From “Robinson Crusoe”: "Robinson's first day on the Island" (text analysis and interpretation) 
Jonathan Swift 
“Gulliver’s Travels” 
The First and second voyages in "Gulliver's Travels” 
Differences between R. Crusoe and L. Gulliver 
Defoe vs Swift 
 
The Romantic Age: 

• Historical and social background 
-Britain and the American Revolution 
-The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars 
-The Industrial Revolution 
- Social Reform and social unrest 
- George IV and the Catholic Emancipation Act. 
- William the VI: the Reform Act, the Factory Act, Abolition of Slavery, the Amendment of  
the Poor Law 

• Literary background 
-Poetry: Pre-Romantic trends 
Pre-Romantic poets.  
Two generations of Romantic poets: the contrast between Classicists and Romantics,  
the First Generation of Romantic Poets, the Second Generation of Romantic Poets 
Romantic fiction: the Gothic novel, The novel of Manners, the novel of Purpose, 
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the Historical novel,Other prose genres 
William Blake: life and works 
“Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience”,  
“The Lamb” and “The Tyger” by W. Blake: text analysis and interpretation 
W. Wordsworth: life and main works, 
Recollection in tranquillity, the Role of Imagination and Memory, A plain and easy style 
“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”: text analysis and interpretation 
J. Keats: life and works. 
Keats’ Negative Capability 
Truth through Beauty 
"Ode on a Grecian Urn": themes text analysis, and interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
CONVERSATION TOPICS 
 
Past summer experiences 
Students present to the class a TV series or film, which they like and can talk about. This should 
contain Title, setting, characters and plot. 
Halloween 
Alice’s Restaurant draft medical scene 
Chatting about what Christmas means to you 
Chatting about Christmas break 
Imitation of art. Discussion on originals versus covers 
Violence against women; It’s a men’s issue 
Chatting about travels 
Unusual but common words 
violence against women in Italy- Femicide 
Colorful insults 
Frankenstein Book by Mary Shelley 
Songs that people totally misunderstand the meaning of 
Armen Adamjam 
 
CIVICS 
Gender equality  
       
 

I docenti  
        Lorella Murroni e David Sommers 
 

 

 

 

 

 


